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me home and grist mill, built by Samuel Barker Davis, at Antioch in 
"ighteen Hundreds, stili standing and in use. 


an 1787, when Samuel Barker Davis moved with his family, and slaves from 
thoonester, Yas, to the Allegheny Mountains, at what is now Antioch, W.Vae, 
Ne entire area was a densely woodé¢ wilderness. 


The Site Davis selected for his home was at the mouth of Grayson's Gap on 

the right bank of Mill Run, a crystal clear mountain stream. Here the ground 
Was sp densely wooded and entwined with vines that the men worked f or 

Several days clearing enough space for their home. According to stories 

told by descendents of this family the limbs of the trees were so strongly 
matted together ty grapevines that when chopped off at the ground they would 
Swing by the vines and lodge against other trees, making it necessary in order 


to fell them, for the men to climb the trees, chop off and disentangle the 
vines. 


When the ground had finally been cleared, John Bussey, who was propably one 
of the earliest contractors on what is now Mineral County, set to work te 
build a cabin, according to the following contract: 


4 bargain between Davis and John Bussey, for said Davis of the dimenshuns 

as follwrs 16 feet souare, 8 feet below justs (joists), three logs ahove 
and outside chimbly 6 feet wide, with one dure (door) by 3 and one winder. 
The house is to be dabbed on the outside. The said Davis agrees to give 
Bussey Ten Dollars when the work is finiahed. 


Signed: John Bussey 
Samuel RF. Davis 


Aug.8, 1789 


This cabin, which is still standing, is an excellent example of house 
puilt by pioneers ef this section. Massive hand-hewn legs extend the 

full length of the cabin, netched and groved tightly tegether at the 
corners, the cracks are filled with chips and small stones, so well 

' tdabbed" together with clay as te withstand the weathering of 153 years. 
Almest directly acress the run from the home of Samuel Barker Davis we 
stood a large grist and saw mill. This building also remains standing 
and is will knewn threughoeut the Alleghenies as the Anticch Grist and 
Woolen Mill. The first thing that will attract the attention of visi- 
ters is the old wooden eversheet wheel 24 X 4 feet by which the mill 
was operated. This wheel is entirely hand made, and its well wern buc- 
kets give dvidence of long years of service. 


Rotruck, like all its former ewners, runs it as a community project. 

He also operated both the grain and woolen mills. For gtinding the grain 
Rotruck follows the ancient custom of retaining an eighth part of the meal 
or flour as his toll. 


The wool for his mill is firnished by the sheep grewers of the surrounding 
Communities, and is bought outright or worked "on the shares" inte blankets, 
2 erlets, rugs or thread for knitting, There is not a questien whether 
cov nkets er cloth woven here is 10@ per cent wool. Both the warp and the 
pee for weaving are prepared and spun in the mill. The wool is washed, 
ened and carded by hand. It is then put threugh three bolting machines, 


from which it is spun and twisted and made ready fer weaving. There are 


ree patting machines, 1@@ spindles and three leoms in the mill. 
th 
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eet the looms the blankets are washed by hand, then stretched en weoden &x 
a tees to dry. The finished deuble blankets are 2 yards long, natural 
elor, and very heavy. They sell for ten dellars each, woolen cloth at 

ene dollar and twenty-five cents per yard. The work is done hy the owner 
and members of his family. During the busy season, four men are employed. 


The mill ewner attends te all of the grinding and he and his wife do most 
of the weaving. 


This mill is believed to be the oldest in this section of West Yirginia, and 
is an eX¢ellent example cf the grain and woolen mills of 15 years aze. 
‘ere, as ef old, neighbors meet to discuss the affairs of the outer world 
and te thrash ever the happenings ef interest in the community. News still 
travels "by the way of the grapevine", at Antioch, and the ancient old mill 


continues to he the center from which it is dispatched. 


This is an excert from the Mineral County Histery now being written by 
Lenora W. Woods, under the sponsorship of the W.Va, Writers, and the “ineral 
County Scheel Beard. 


The frame structure which houses the mill is 30x40 feet, four steries hich, 
put together with what the builders ef that day celled Vohiplap splice" or 
wooden pegs. These lecust pegs, 211 made by hand, average from fraxx six 
to twelve inches in length. Heles are bored inte the lumber and they are 
hammered into place with weoden mauls. 


From inside the building, a water wheel, mounted on a large wooden shaft, 
with steel core through the center, supports the main wheel. In the center 
ef the wooden shaft is a gesrwheel, with cogs en side of outer rim. At the 
upper edge of the gearwheel, which is ahout eight feet in diareter, is 
anether small wheel, mounted on a vertical shaft. A wooden heam, 2x14 inches 
mounted above the main wheelshaft, supports the lower bearing for this 
vertical shaft. The hearing, upper end of shaft, is mounted in the floor 
above. 


Mounted en game vertical shaft, and directly atove the smaller gear-wheel, 

six feet in diameter, this large wheel transmits the power te two small 
gearwheels, which are mounted on vertical shafts and supperted by weeden heams. 
Gennected with top of these shafts on the second floor are the pulleys for 
transmitting pewer to the various machines, all of which are driven by water 
power. 


Barly in the eighteen hundreds the mill, and 200 acres of the suprounding 
jand was purchased by Theedere Harrison I, and was operated by him for many 
years. His sen, Theedere Harrison II, was the next te acquire ewnership. 


As Samvel Barker Davis IT, had married Margaret Harrison, daughter of Theedere 
Harrisen, the eld mill hecame an heirloem in these families. Joseph 

Harrison Davis, grandsen ef both early proprieters, took ever the preperty 

in 1848. During the next ferty-twe years, the ewnership changed hands 
several times, but was always retained ay a descendent of thes families. 


when seid in 1880 to Brasher Rodgers, the tradition was still carried on , 

s his wife, Mary Evelyn Dye was a gtand-daughter of Theédere Harrisen. 
- agers modernized the mill by removing the immense burrstenes and installing 
Roe hninery for reller precessing. Fer 108 years the mill was the preperty 
Pe the Davis or Harrison families. Wet until 1897 did a stranger take 
osséssion ef the mill,but in that year it was seld te A. P. Reberts of 
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In 1918 "The Old Harrison Mill" was bought by D. W. Rillmyre ef Martin, ‘ 
W.Va, Mr. Rillmyre continued to grind the wheat, cern and buckwheat fer the 
farmers threughout that sectien and also converted the plant into a woolen 
mill, Eouiptment for the weolen mill was acauired from rills scattered over 
Mineral County, that had fermerly supplied the peeple with linsey-woolsey, 
blankets and ceverlets, but had ceased to eperate. The reel for warping 

bars came frem the Markweed Weolen Mill at Markwoed and had teen in use for 
more than ene hundred and fifty years. All eauiptment, though antiqued, is 
Still in geed condition. 


In 1923 D. \, Billmyre sold the mill te James Rillmyre. Hes in turn trans- 
ferred the property to Ira P. Shreve, and in the year of 1936, it became 
the preperty ef the present owner, Lacy OC. Rotruck. 





